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From left to right: Mitch Nobles, Tony Glazer, Eric McNair, Jerry Murray, Deshone Brock, Brian Todd, Head Coach - Ron Flott, and Jeremy Scott.
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Reclassification means new competition

Five teams move
In to Region 2-AA;
four teams depart

By MIKE RIDDLE

Coastal Courier Correspondent

As a result of reclassification and its
resulting region realignment through-
out the state, the Long County football
team will see several new teams on its
schedule this season.

None of the teams joining Region
2-AA are considered easy to beat, but
three of the departing teams — Ap-
pling County, Pierce County and Tatt-
nall County — dominated the region
with a combined record of 18-3.

The other team that left Region 2-AA
is Brantley County, which finished with
a 1-6 region record last season.

Now that three of the top teams
have left the region, it would appear
that the region will be more competi-
tive in 2012.

But the new teams entering the re-
gion — Bryan County, Metter, Atkin-
son County, Bacon County and the
Benedictine Military Academy — are
not pushovers and will be looking to
prove themselves against their new
competition.

Bryan County and Metter moved up
from Region 3E-A, Atkinson County
and Bacon County moved up from
2-A, and Benedictine dropped down
from Region 2-AAAAA.

Long County never has played
against Metter or Bacon, but the Blue
Tide previously have taken on the oth-
er four teams.

Bryan County, however, is the only
one Long County has played in recent
years (2010 and 2011).

Long County last took on Benedic-
tine in 2009 and hasn’t played Atkinson
since their single days in 2003.

With 10 teams in Region 2-AA,
there won’t be much time to prepare for
region contests because each team has
only one non-region game. Nine of 10
games are against region opponents.

TAKING CARE OF ALLYOUR

FOOT AND ANKLE NEEDS

“Let us love your feet”

912) 876-8637

All Ways Feet Of GA, PC Henry A. Taylor, I, D.PM.

127 MacArthur Drive, Hinesville * Open Monday - Thursday

The Region 2-AA lineup
for the next two years

Atkinson County Rebels

Bacon County Red Raiders

Benedictine Cadets

Bryan County Redskins

Jeff Davis Yellow Jackets

Long County Blue Tide

Mcintosh County Academy
Buccaneers

Metter Tigers

Toombs County Bulldogs

Vidalia Indians

Credit: Georgia High School
Association

Long County’s first region opponent
will come in Week 2 against the Bene-
dictine Cadets in Savannah.

See a game by game breakdown of
the 20122 football season on page 6.

FANS SPEAK OUT

“I plan on
going to see them
play, and I know
that all of the team
will play with
a lot of heart, show good
sportsmanship and have a
real good season this year.”
— Jennifer Deen

“I think that all of their
hard work over the sum-
mer — and even going back
to last year — is going to
pay off this year, and they're
going to have a good season
and do much better than
they have in recent years.”
— Walt Pelton

“I hope they
have a great sea-
son. | know they
have been dedicat-
ed and practicing
hard, and in this heat they
have got to be tough to be
able to stick it out.” — Bev-

erly Johnson

“l know a lot
of the seniors
have been playing
since they were
freshmen and are
beginning to mature. | think
that maturity will result in a
successful season.” — Ste-
phen Menges

“I wish the team
all the luck in the
world and hope
that all of their
hard work pays off
with some wins this year.” —
Samantha Strickland

“I'm proud of
all of the Blue Tide
nation, the players,
the cheerleaders,
the band — every-
one. | think this year is going
to be a good one for them,
and | look forward to watch-
ing them play.” — Clifton
Deloach

MOVING MEDICINE

Whether you have an injury on or off the field, the skilled and experienced staff at Liberty Regional Medical
Center are here to help you quickly get back in the game. Our expert Orthopedic Surgeon and Physical Therapists
will evaluate your condition and put together a personalized treatment plan that’s right for you.

Did we also mention...we’re right here at home!

Liberty Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Jeff Brunelli, MD
455 S. Main Street, Suite 106

Liberty Regional Rehabilitation Center
514 S. Main Street, Suite A

912.369.0284

912.369.9400
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Blue Tide look to improve wing-bone offense

By MIKE RIDDLE

Coastal Courier Correspondent

The wing-bone offense was new for Long County
in 2011. The Blue Tide previously used a pass-first
spread attack, but then-new head coach Ron Flott
and offensive coordinator Jeremy Scott wanted to
shake things up with a much more conservative
ground attack.

“We have some good depth at running back, so
it fits the talent we have,” Flott said. “We also have
been using it for a year now, so that definitely will
help us”

In the wing-bone offense, there are four poten-
tial runners in the backfield — two halfbacks, a full-
back and the quarterback. When used effectively,
it can take advantage of a defense that is inexpe-
rienced, undisciplined or weak in covering gap as-
signments.

It also can force the defense to pull its safeties
and cornerbacks in tight to stop the run, which can
open up the secondary for the offense to use a pass-
ing attack.

“It's a good team-oriented offense, and we got
four or five backs that we want to get the ball to, so
it’s just a good offense for us since it affords us the
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opportunity to get a lot of skill people on the field,
the head coach said.

Flott, now in his second season at LCHS, said he
will depend on seniors Josh Berry, Fred Nelson, De-
onte Ellis and Jallell Braggs as well as junior Vanda
Vareen to carry the ball this season.

Flott said he expects the passing attack to be ef-
fective as well. He added that quarterback Jacob
Turner will throw to several wideouts, but Cody
Fleck and Tristen Goodro will be two of the main
targets.

For the wing-bone offense to work, the offensive
line has to win the battle up front. Each blocker
needs to be able to drive, trap and cross block ef-
fectively. Each blocker also needs to have good foot-
work and good upper body movement.

Flott said the line has improved after struggling
at times last season.

“The depth of our offensive line right now—
knock on wood — we are light years ahead of where
we were last year;” the head coach said. “These kids
have been working hard, and we’ve had good com-
petition. I expect us to be vastly improved on the
offensive line”

Evan Strickland, T.J. Sims, Matt Holtz, Cody
Smiley and Darius Francis are key players who will
help anchor the line this season.

Patty Leon

Long County High School will count on senior quarterback Jacob Turner
to help make the wing-bone offense go.
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FREE McDouble’
on Game Night

Expires 10/31/12. Valid only at par-

ticipating Hinesville, GA McDonald's.

Not valid with any other offer, dis-

count, coupon or combo meal. Cash

value 1/20 of 1¢. Limit one coupon

per person per visit. Coupon may not

be transferred, auctioned, sold, copied

or duplicated in any way or transmit- ®
ted via electronic media. Valid when - SR
product served. May not be valid for I

custom orders. ©2012 McDonald's. I m OVIn It
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Wayne Memorial Hospital

865 South First Street « Jesup, GA 31545
(912) 427-6811 - www.wmhweb.com

Superior surgical Secure and comfortable Efficient patient testing and Digital mammography
suites and outpatient state-of-the-art family admitting areas, with easy and cutting edge
surgery area childbirth center access for outpatients radiology services

\.. "4 A Georgia Alliance of Community Hospitals
Small Hospital of the Year Award Winner
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Six seniors who need to play well for the Tide to succeed

By MIKE RIDDLE

Coastal Courier Correspondent

Jeffery Hall, LB: Physically, Hall has it
all — size, quickness, strength and leader-
ship — and he’s tough. College scouts were
looking at him last year, and he will be the
key player on defense this year. “He’s been
a good leader for us,” head coach Ron Flott
said. “He’s motivated and has a great atti-
tude. I expect him to have a breakout year
for us”

Josh Berry, RB: Berry played in two
games last season and was named the player
of the week in one of those games. Imagine
what he can do in an entire season. Berry
has speed and strength, and he’s hungry to
have a good senior year. He will be one of

the premier running backs for the Blue Tide
and also will see time at free safety. Berry is
expected to play football in college as well.
“Josh put in a lot of work over the summer
— alot of that time on his own,” Flott said.
“He’s going to have a good year for us”

Jacob Turner, QB: Turner has matured
into a fine quarterback. He also has added
about 7 pounds of muscle, which will be
seen primarily in his arm strength. “Jacob
continues to be a great human being,” Flott
said. “He always says, ‘Yes sir’ and ‘No sir;
and he leads others the right way. He is go-
ing to have a good year throwing and run-
ning the ball”

Luke Golden, TE—LB: Golden can do
it all: He’s big enough to block as a lineman
and has the speed to go out for a pass like

a wide receiver. He probably has the best
hands on the team and isn’t afraid to go
across the middle. He also can make the big
stick at linebacker, so he can play on both
sides of the ball. Throw in the fact that he
is an ace in the classroom as well as on the
baseball diamond, and you understand why
colleges are looking at him hard this year.
“Luke’s coming back for us,” Flott said. “T’ll
be using him in several positions — tight
end and wideout, on defense as a lineback-
er and in the strong safety position.”
Deonte Ellis, WR—CB: Can anyone say
two-way starter? When you see Ellis, thats
probably what you're going see. Hes capable
of making the big plays on both sides of the
ball — deep in the end zone on offense and
in the secondary on defense. If the defense

is going to have a good year, Ellis will have
to play big. “Deonte had some big plays for
us last year, and I expect more big plays this
year;” Flott said. “He’s a hard worker, and
before it all is said and done, he may be a
two-way starter.”

Tyler Groover, C: On offense, it all starts
with the snap of the ball, and Groover will
be the center making those snaps. If the of-
fense is going to roll in 2012, he has to be
proficient with his snap, quick with his feet
and able to get in good position to handle
the rush. If the offensive line is going to be
successful, it all starts with Groover. “Ty-
ler is a tough guy who also has been a team
leader,” Flott said. “As the center, he is going
to be critical to our success this year”

Week-by-week look at the Blue Tide's 2012 football schedule

Here’s a week-by-week look at the Blue
Tide’s schedule.

Week 1 vs. Lanier County (6-4 in 2011):
Long County opens its season at home against
an opponent it hasn’t played in almost 10 years.
The Lanier County Bulldogs were among the
teams Long County played in 2002 and 2003,
when they were in the early stages of bringing
back football to Ludowici. When they last met
eight years ago, the Bulldogs won, 45-0. Series
record: Lanier County leads, 2-0.

Week 2 vs. Benedictine Cadets at Sa-
vannah State College (5-6 in 2011): The
Blue Tide will face a tough region opponent
when they travel to Savannah to take on BC.
The Cadets are coming off a fairly successful
season in which they made the playofts but
were knocked out in the first round by the
McEachern Indians. The Cadets left Region
3-AAAAA to drop down into 2-AA, and they
will be looking to re-establish their once-
dominant program with new head coach
Danny Britt. The Blue Tide lost, 45-10, when
they last played the Cadets three years ago.
Series record: Benedictine leads, 2-0.

Week 3 vs. Vidalia High School (6-4 in
2011): When Vidalia comes to town Sept. 14,
the traditional state powerhouse will be look-
ing to return to the state rankings. The team
joined 2-AA in 2009 and since then has ac-
cumulated a 9-5 region record. With the re-

alignment this year, the Indians are expected
to be one of the top teams in the region when
November rolls around. When the two teams
met last year, the Indians easily beat the Blue
Tide, 39-7. Series record: Vidalia leads, 2-0.

Week 4 at Atkinson County (1-9 in
2011): The Blue Tide will take on another old
opponent when they travel to Pearson to play
Atkinson County. The Rebels, who moved out
of 2-A and up to 2-AA, want to show that they
can play with a higher level of talent after win-
ning one game last season. The last time the
two teams played was in 2003, when the Reb-
els won, 49-7. Series record: Atkinson County
leads, 2-0.

Week 5 vs. Bryan County (6-4 in 2011):
Even though Bryan County is new to Region
2-AA, the teams are familiar with each other
and are developing a rivalry. The Redskins
won a 28-21 nail-biter last season. Series re-
cord: Bryan County leads, 5-3.

Week 6 at Bacon County (7-4 in 2011):
When October rolls around, the Blue Tide will
take on another tough, new opponent in Ba-
con County. The Red Raiders are coming off
a winning season and a trip to the playofls in
2011, followed by their move to Region 2-AA.
They have a solid program under the leader-
ship of head coach Bobby Johns, and Bacon
County will be looking to make an impression
in its new region. Series record: 0-0.

Week 7: bye week.

Week 8 vs. Toombs County (2-8 in 2011):
After a week of rest, Long County will play
host to Toombs County. The Bulldogs joined
2-AA in 2009 and have had the Blue Tides
number since then. Toombs County has won
both contests against Long County, but the
games have been competitive and ultimately
were decided by Blue Tide mistakes that led to
Bulldogs points. When the two teams met last
year, Toombs County won, 34-14, in a game
that was closer than the score indicated. Series
record: Toombs County leads, 2-0.

Week 9 at Jeff Davis County (4-7 in 2011):
Long County will travel to Hazlehurst on Oct.
26 to take on a familiar foe in Jeff Davis Coun-
ty. The Blue Tide and the Yellow Jackets have
had some memorable games in recent years,
with each team getting their fair share of wins.
In last year’s matchup, Long County missed a
point-after conversion that gave Jeff Davis a
21-20 victory. Series record: Tied, 2-2.

Week 10 vs. McIntosh County (4-7 in
2011): If there is one team that is looking to
bounce back in 2012, its McIntosh County.
Despite backing into the playoffs with a los-
ing record, the Buccaneers are coming off a
subpar season. McIntosh County has been a
thorn in the side of Long County. The Buc-
caneers beat the Blue Tide, 35-0, last season.
Series record: McIntosh County leads, 8-0.

2012 SCHEDULE

Aug. 31 vs. Lanier County

Sept. 7 at Benedictine*

Sept. 14 vs. Vidalia*

Sept. 21 at Atkinson County*
Sept. 28 vs. Bryan County* (RN)
Oct. 5 at Bacon County*

Oct. 12 OPEN

Oct. 19 vs. Toombs County* (HC)
Oct. 26 at Jeff Davis County*

Nov. 2 vs. McIntosh County* (SN)
Nov. 9 at Metter High School*
Note: All games start at 7:30 p.m.
(*) Region 2-AA games

(RN) Long County Recreation
Department Night

(HC) Homecoming

(SN) Senior Night

Week 11 at Metter High School (5-5 in
2011): Long County wraps up its regular sea-
son Nov. 9 on the road against the Metter Ti-
gers. It will be the first matchup between the
two teams, so both will be looking to set the
tone for future years. The Tigers are moving
up from Region 3E-A into 2-AA. The game
could have playoft implications because it’s
the final region contest for each team. Series
record: 0-0.

-by Mike Riddle



Patty Leon

Long County coach Ron Flott wants the team to play disciplined defense and focus on
fundamentals. They’ll also need to bring a mean streak to the table.

Blue Tide defense aims to
focus on fundamentals in’12

By MIKE RIDDLE

Coastal Courier Correspondent

The Blue Tide defense gave up an average
of 33 points per game last season, which was
the worst of any team in Region 2-AA.

Head coach Ron Flott said success on de-
fense this season will require his team to be
fundamentally sound.

“Idon’t care what you run; if you don’t have
good fundamentals, youre not going to be
very good at it,” he said. “Last year I assumed
we knew more than we did, and I shouldn’t
have done that, so I take a lot of the responsi-
bility for our defense last year. ... This year we
backed up a bit and went back to the basics”

Flott again will use the 50 defense. The ba-
sic formation uses a nose guard in front of the
center, two defensive backs on the offensive
tackles or slightly to their inside, and two de-
fensive ends who usually are lined up on the
outside.

The primary goal is to set up a wall of de-
fenders at the line of scrimmage in an attempt
to stop the run.

With five men up front taking out the run,
the secondary has to play smart and react
quickly.

One of the biggest keys for the defense to

be successful is to keep the running backs
from getting into the secondary. Defensive
backs not only have to be able to tackle, but
they also have to make sure that the plays stay
in front of them.

The defensive line has to be able to make
tackles at or behind the line of scrimmage but
also be quick enough to help the secondary
finish off the tackles when a runner makes it
into the secondary.

The Blue Tide had some problems in the
secondary last season. The team could play
with an opponent for a certain period, but
then one big play would change the game — a
runner getting into the secondary and getting
outside for a large chunk of yardage, or an of-
fensive receiver getting behind a defender and
making a big catch for a score.

For the Long County defense to be suc-
cessful this season, Flott said the secondary
must be disciplined and not get pulled in.

“Big plays are usually cutbacks and balls
over the top,” the head coach said. “Those
guys in the back have got to be disciplined and
not be drawn in going after a runner.

“I would like to (be able to) tell you some-
thing else, but it all comes down to funda-
mental football. ... But we're doing better, and
we will be better this year on defense”
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Wayne Memorial Hospital

865 South First Street « Jesup, GA 31545
(912) 427-6811 - www.wmhweb.com

Wayne Memorial Hospital

Rehabilitation Services

Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy
Wound Care

865 South First Street « Jesup - (912) 530-3184

3 jxﬁr&tare and Express Labs
Long County Health Center

A mid-level care clinic for non-urgent health care

386 E. Cypress Street « Ludowici - (912) 302-4067

Pierce County Heath Center

See a Specialist in Blackshear by Appointment.
Specialties Include: Dermatology « OB/GYN
Urology - Ear, Nose and Throat

3345 Hwy 84 - Blackshear - (912) 807-7242

(912) 427-6811 « www.wmhweb.com
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